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Prayer: Our Father, we thank you this morning that you are the one 

who is able to meet our needs. We pray for these especially who 
have been named, others perhaps who could be named about whom we 
know little or nothing and yet deserve our prayers. And then we 
pray that in our own lives these things may reflect upon our walk 
before Thee. We realize that the "night cometh when no man can 
work"; that we will appear ourselves before Thee one day, and we 
desire to hear "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." 
Therefore, keep our lives clean and pure, shining for Thee, 
smiling for the Lord, as we heard just a few moments ago, in 
Jesus' precious name. Amen. 

We have two matters from last week that we should take care of. One 
question was asked in class and one was asked after class. 

We spoke about Pentecost. The question was, "What is the Hebrew term 
for that -- just what do the Jews call it? I have seen in their 
writings where they have called it "Pentecost," but they refer to it 
more frequently out of Leviticus chapter 23 is the "Feast of Weeks," 
or "Shavous." 

The second question had to do with the Lord's Prayer. When we're in 
a public meeting and we pray, we come to a certain place and then 
start to mumble because we're not sure in this particular congrega¬ 
tion whether we say "debts" or "trespasses". The question was asked 
about those two different words. This brings me to a little broader 
word concerning the Lord's Prayer, and that is, we need to remember 
that the Lord taught the same thing on more than one occasion. Any 
of us who have preachers or teachers, I think, understand that. Good 
teaching requires repetition. People don't remember something when 
you say it just one time. Sometimes we don't remember whether we 
have said a particular thing or not. Quite often I don't remember 
whether I'm speaking again or yet. 

The Lord taught the Lord's Prayer on at least two different occa¬ 
sions. Turn with me to Matthew 6, which is located in the Sermon on 
the Mount -- chapters 5, 6, 7. 

Matthew 6:9: " After this manner therefore pray ve : Our Father who 
are in Heaven . hall owed be thy name . thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth [rather than in earth] a£ i_t is. in Heaven . Give us 
this day our dai1y bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors ." 

It is from that wording that many repeat the Lord's Prayer. The 
original language will not solve all of our problems, but sometimes 
it does help. The word used here for "debts" and "debtors" comes 
from the same root word which has the idea of something we owe. It 

could be finances we owe or it could be a moral obligation we owe. 



Christ is here saying, "forgive us that for which we have been 
morally responsible as we forgive those who are morally responsible 
to us." 

In a little different vein, I never think of this verse but what I 
think of my mother as an illustration of the use of Scripture in your 
life. There was a fellow who owed my Dad some money; I was just a 
little kid when this happened. He came to my Dad and he quoted the 
Lord's Prayer and said, "Now, you ought to forgive me what I owe 
you." My mother immediately quoted back from Romans, "Owe no man 
anything." And he paid his debt. Anyhow, that's the word that's 
used here -- "debts" and "debtors". 

Now, the Lord taught this prayer again. Go to Luke 11. Notice the 
setting of this particular occasion. 

Luke 11:1: "Zyid it game .to p„a$g as. Jesus was praying in a certain 
Plas.e, when k£ g.eased , an<? a£ His disciples said unto Him . Lord . 
tsa<?h US. ia pray as John also taught his disciples . And He said unto 
-t hsm, Hk SR xaa P-ray say, £at E.a.tker nhs ata in Heaven , hallowed be 
t,h,y aama, iky kingdom come , iky will be done as in Heaven so on 
earth • Siva as day ky day our daily bread and forgive us our sins 
ian He aLsa .far give evetyohe ikai is. indebted ±e ns, and lead ns not 
into temptation ." 

There Christ uses a different word, "forgive us our sins"; that's a 
different word from the one He used in Matthew for "debtors". The 
word "indebted" in verse 4 is the same word that’s used in Matthew 6. 
So He's saying, "forgive us our sins as we forgive those who are 
indebted to us." But in neither place does the word "trespass" 
occur. If you'll look in Matthew 6, verse 14, Christ says, " For if 
:ye facqiye men tkgjr trespasses. your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you "; that’s a different word again from "our debts" or "our 

sins". 

I do not have a complete history of the Lord's Prayer, but I do know 

that in the small catechism that I studied out of, which was a 

Lutheran catechism, the translation is "trespasses". Pauling, a 
Lutheran Concordia Seminary professor, writing in a tremendous volume 
on the life of Christ, has a footnote, and he claims that the word 
"trespass" began with Luther and the translation of the Lord's Prayer 
into English. So, some churches (not just Lutheran) follow the 
pattern of "trespasses"; others, the pattern of "debtors". 

When you study the word "sin" in the Scripture, you have a half dozen 
or more different words to describe "sin". All of them are true. 

When you take the word "tresspass," you have the idea of falling when 
you should have stood upright; the word for "sin," when you take aim 
at something and miss the mark -- all are true concerning sin. 

I have come to love the Lord's Prayer. I don't think it was meant 
for just personal prayer. "Our Father" -- "ye" -- I think it was 
meant for a group, but you can become automatic, push the button and 
run it off and not understand what you're saying, so you've got to be 
careful about that. 
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One other thing on the Lord's Prayer. In Matthew 6:13 you've got 
"and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil", then you 
have this extra: "for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the 
glory forever." That is not in the Luke account, so the liberal 
says, "Well, the Bible isn't inspired. Someone made a mistake, or 
someone added something in there." That is not so. On one occasion 
Christ used those words and on another occasion He left them out. 

C. In one place He said, "After this manner pray." He didn't say 
to pray it word for word. I think He was teaching the way to 
pray more than praying it word for word. 

A. That's right. He does warn against vain repetitions, and I think 
we've got to be careful. Matthew 6:9 says "after this manner," 
and I think that in some of our prayers we can use this particu¬ 
lar pattern. We address the Father with respect; we pray for the 
kingdom to come, and so on. But I think it can be used corpor¬ 
ally as wel1. 

The [village] chaplain has pointed out the importance of not only 
being forgiven ourselves but being forgivers of others who trespass 
against us. I think this does not relate to the initial experience 
of salvation but to our daily walk. We must be careful of our 
attitudes. 


******* 



